
Holy Eucharist 

The First Sunday After the 

Epiphany: The Baptism of Our 

Lord Jesus Christ 

Sunday, January 8, 2023  

Liturgy of the Word 

Entrance Rite 

At the sound of the bell, all stand for the Entrance of the Ministers into the church. 

Hymn 

God the Omnipotent! King, who ordainest Hymnal 569 

 

 



 

 

All standing, the Celebrant says 

 Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
People Glory to God for ever and ever. Amen. 
  

 
The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The following is sung, all standing 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed 

him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all 

who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and 

boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives 

and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

First Reading Isaiah 42:1-9 

All sit. 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I 

have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will 

not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will 

not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully 

bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has 

established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.” Thus 

says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who 

spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people 

upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: “I am the Lord, I have called you in 

righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a 

covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to 

bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 



darkness. I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my 

praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now 

declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 

Remain seated. 

Psalm 29 BCP p. 620 

Afferte Domino 

1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, * 
 

 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
  

2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; * 
 

 worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
  

3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; 
 

the God of glory thunders; * 
 

 the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
  

4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; * 
 

 the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 
  

5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; * 
 

 the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
  

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
 

 and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
  

7 The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire; 
 

the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; * 
 

 the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
  



8 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe * 
 

 and strips the forests bare. 
  

9 And in the temple of the LORD* 
 

 all are crying, “Glory!” 
  

10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; * 
 

 the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore. 
  

11 The LORD shall give strength to his people; * 
 

 the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

 

Second Reading Acts 10:34-43 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: “I truly understand 

that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and 

does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the 

people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That 

message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 

John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he 

did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on 

a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to 

all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and 

drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to 

the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 

living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 



 

Sequence 

All stand. 

Christ, when for us you were baptized Hymnal 121 

 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 3:13-17 

All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John 

would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you 

come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us 

in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had 



been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were 

opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 

alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, 

with whom I am well pleased.” 

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Sermon  

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

Through the Paschal Mystery, dear friends, we, together with all the saints, were 

buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, and raised with him to newness of 

life.  I call upon you, therefore, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy 

Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to 

serve God faithfully in his holy catholic Church. 

 

The Presider: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your 

commitment to Jesus Christ? 

The People respond: I do. 

 

The Presider: Do you believe in God the Father? 

The People respond: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

 

The Presider: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 



The People respond: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was 

conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 

The Presider: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

The People respond: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. 

 

The Presider: How will you remain faithful to these things you believe? 

The People respond: With God’s help by continuing in the apostles’ teaching and 

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers. 

 

The Presider: How will you respond to temptation and failure? 

The People respond: With God’s help by persevering in resisting evil and, 

whenever I fall into sin, by repenting and returning to the Lord. 

 

The Presider: How will you share God and Christ with the world? 

The People respond: With God’s help by proclaiming by word and example the 

Good News of God in Christ. 

 



The Presider: How will you show others you are a member of the Body of 

Christ? 

The People respond: With God’s help by seeking and serving Christ in all persons, 

loving my neighbor as myself. 

 

The Presider: How will you participate in making God’s world a better place 

for all in God’s creation? 

The People respond: With God’s help by striving for justice and peace among all 

people, and by respecting the dignity of every human being. 

 

The Presider: May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

by water and the Holy Spirit has gathered his saints from every 

language, people and nation, and has made us a kingdom of 

priests to serve him in this age and in the age to come, grant 

us the grace to show forth with our lives what we confess with 

our lips, through Christ our Lord. 

The People respond: Amen. 

The Presider then sprinkles the people with water to remind them of their baptismal bath in the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 

Prayers of the People for the Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord 

Prayer is offered with intercession for: the Universal Church, its members, and its mission;  the nation 

and all in authority;  the welfare of the world, the concerns of the local community;  those who 

suffer and those in any trouble;  and the departed (with commemoration of a saint when 

appropriate). 

 



The Presider: Let us lift up our prayers to God remembering how God has 

claimed us as daughters and sons in the one baptism we share with 

Jesus. 

 

The Leader: We pray for the Church through out the world knit together in 

organic unity through our one baptism into the Body of Jesus Christ 

in the world.  We remember especially the Anglican Communion, 

our own Episcopal Church in the United States, our diocese – its 

people, parishes, and programs, and our companion dioceses of Bor 

and Brazilia.  Lord, in your mercy, 

The People: Hear our prayer. 

 

The Leader: We pray for each Christian believer, that we may claim the family 

name of “Christian” given to us through our baptism and see 

ourselves as undivided members of one Church.  Lord in your 

mercy, 

The People: Hear our prayer. 

 

The Leader: We pray for the nations of the world asking God to guide all nations 

towards peace, justice, equality, and righteousness.  Help all 

baptized Christians recognize that our identity as Christians is more 

important than our citizenship in any country and to work for the 

good of all people everywhere.  Lord in your mercy, 

The People: Hear our prayer. 

 



The Leader: We pray for those who suffer in any way: for the sick, the dying, and 

those who grieve; for those who are oppressed by war, terrorism, and 

violence; for those who see us as enemies and those whom we see as 

enemies; for those in prison, those who are homeless and hungry, 

and those who are without hope or human compassion; for the earth 

that suffers the weight and destruction of human carelessness and 

greed; and for all others in need, asking not only that you would 

relieve this suffering, but that you might help relieve this suffering 

through the hands of Christians like us, and that our baptism might 

move us to be your hands in the world.  Lord, in your mercy, 

The People: Hear our prayer. 

 

The Leader: We pray for those who have died into God’s eternity, especially those 

whom we hold close to our hearts, _______________; that the power 

of their baptism may be fulfilled in their share of Christ’s 

resurrection, and that all who have died might be received and 

forgiven through the mercy of God.  Lord, in your mercy, 

The People: Hear our prayer. 

(silence) 

The Presider: Loving and gracious God, as we give thanks for our identity as your 

daughters and sons through baptism, hear our prayers as we come 

before you in Jesus Christ through the power of your Holy Spirit. 

The People: Amen. 

 

The Confession of Sin 

The Presider: Let us confess our sins to God. 



(silence) 

All confess: God of all mercy, 

                 we confess that we have sinned against you, 

              opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, 

             in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

            the evil we have done, 

            the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 

          through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

           that we may abide in your love 

           and serve only your will.  Amen. 

 

The Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

The People: Amen.  

 

All rise as they are able. 

Our Sharing the Peace of Jesus Christ 

The Presider:       The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

The People respond:  And also with you. 

 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of 

the Lord. 



Announcements 

Announcements may be made at this point in the service. 

Holy Communion 

The Celebrant says 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most 

High.    Psalm 50:14 

Offertory Hymn 

Baptized in water  Hymnal 294  

  

  

  

  
Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, and money or 

other gifts, to the deacon or celebrant. The people stand while the offerings are presented and placed 



on the Altar. 

Great Thanksgiving 

The people remain standing. 

 

 

 

 

The Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to 

shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 

with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 

glory of your Name: 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The people stand or kneel. 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life.  You 

formed us in your image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave 

the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth 

your bountiful grace.  But we failed to honor your image in one another and 

in ourselves; we would not see the goodness in the world around us; and so we 

violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love.  Yet you 

never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 

 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you.  You 

delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up 

prophets to renew your promise of salvation.  Then in the fullness of time, 



you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus.  Born into the human 

family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory.  Giving himself freely 

to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and 

life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends.  He 

took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said:  “Take, 

eat: This is my body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of 

me.”  As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.  Again he gave 

thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my 

Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Presider and People: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen.   

Christ will come again. 

 

The Presider continues 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your 

creation this bread and this wine.  By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the 

Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ.  Grant that we who share in these 

gifts may be filled with your Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world.  

Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with 

Blessed Mary the God-bearer, Blessed Peter our patron, and all your saints, past, 

present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. 



 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 

glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

The Celebrant then continues 

As our Savior Christ 

has taught us, 

we now pray, 

 
People and Celebrant 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your Name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

  who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 

Then may be said the Fraction Anthem. 



The Presider: This is the true bread which comes down from heaven and 

gives life to the world. 

The People respond: Whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 

All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

Communion Hymn 

O God of gentle strength WLP 771 

 

 



 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing 

us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.  Now 

send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your 

love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The priest blesses the people, saying 

May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to find the 

Christ, the Light from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to find the 

Lord. Amen. 

May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only-begotten at his 

baptism in the Jordan River, pour out that Spirit on you who have come to the 

waters of new birth. Amen. 

May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding feast at 

Cana, transform your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen. 



And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 

upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

Recessional Hymn 

I bind unto myself today Hymnal 370 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 

Celebrant Let us go in peace to love and serve our Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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