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The Holy Thanksgiving of the People of God 
for The Feast of Christ the King 

at Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church 
Lebanon, Indiana 46052 

 
 
 

Our Entrance into an Awareness of God’s Presence 
 
The people stand as they are able. 
The Processional Hymn 
 
All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine Hymnal 477 
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The Presider says:     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
The People respond:  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
The Presider may pray: 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.  
The People respond:  Amen. 
 
All sing God’s praise: 
The Gloria 
 
The following is sung, all standing 
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The Prayer of the Day 
The Presider greets the people in Jesus Christ: 
                                   The Lord be with you. 
The People respond:  And also with you. 
The Presider:              Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-
beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples 
of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under 
his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Our Liturgy of the Word of God 

 
The people sit.  Readings are on the insert in the bulletin. 
The Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures 
 
A Reading from the prophet Jeremiah 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the 
Lord. Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds 
who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven 
them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil 
doings, says the Lord. Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all 
the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and 
they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over them who will 
shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be 
missing, says the Lord. 
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The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. 
And this is the name by which he will be called: "The Lord is our righteousness." 
 
The Reader:               The Word of the Lord. 
The People respond:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Our Psalm prayer for this day in response to the reading 
 
Canticle 16 WLP Hymn # 889 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 

that he would save us from our enemies, * 
from the hands of all who hate us. 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear, * 
holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God * 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
The Reading from the Christian New Testament 
 
A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Colossians. 

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, 
and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving 
thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints 
in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into 
the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins. 
 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers-- all things have been created through him 
and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He 
is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of 
God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his 
cross. 
 
The Reader:               The Word of the Lord. 
The People respond:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Our Hymn  prayer to move us from these readings to the Gospel 
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The head that once was crowned with thorns Hymnal 483 

 

 

 
The Reading from One of the Gospels of Our Lord Jesus Christ   
Then, all standing as they are able, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
 
The People respond:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Gospel Reading 
 
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive 
them; for they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his 
clothing. The people stood by, watching Jesus on the cross; but the leaders scoffed at 
him, saying, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his 
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chosen one!" The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 
and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" There was also an 
inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews." 
 
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you 
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you 
not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we 
indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our 
deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your kingdom." He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be 
with me in Paradise." 
. 
After the Gospel, the Reader says The Gospel of the Lord. 
The People respond:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
The Sermon 
 
On Sundays and other Major Feasts there follows, all standing as they are able 
The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
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he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
 
The Prayers of the People 
Prayer is offered with intercession for: the Universal Church, its members, and its mission;  the nation and all 
in authority;  the welfare of the world, the concerns of the local community;  those who suffer and those in any 
trouble;  and the departed (with commemoration of a saint when appropriate) 
 
The Leader and People pray responsively 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have 
mercy.” 
 
For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the salvation of 
our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the 
unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this city (town, village, ___________ ), for every city and community, and for 
those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve 
it, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air [or through outer space], let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the 
suffering, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For ___________ , let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners 
and captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without 
reproach, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
In the communion of [ ___________ and of all the] saints, let us commend 
ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 
To thee, O Lord our God. 
 
Silence 
 
The Presider adds a concluding Collect. 
 
The People respond: Amen. 
 
Our Sharing the Peace of Jesus Christ 
 
The Presider says:      The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
The People respond:  And also with you. 
 
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord  making peace with one another 
before bringing their gifts to the altar. 

 
Our Announcements gather the life, concerns, and events of this community into our 
worship. 

 

 
 

Our Liturgy of the Holy Communion 
 
The Offering of Our Lives and of Our Gifts back to God 
Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings to the deacon or Presider of bread and wine, and 
money or other gifts, as we offer our lives back to God in faith and in faithful life and work. 
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The people stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar and sing: 
 
The Offering Hymn   (see insert for hymn number) 
 
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed Hymnal 616 
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Our Great Thanksgiving Prayer to God 
The people remain standing. The Presider, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings: 
 

 

 

 

 

The Presider continues on behalf of all who are present: 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you 
have received us as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of your kingdom, and 
given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth.  Therefore we praise you, joining 
our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
All sing or say: 
The “Holy, Holy, Holy” from Isaiah 6:3) 
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The people stand or kneel as the Presider continues: 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  He stretched out his arms 
upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 
the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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The Presider and the People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Presider continues: 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these 
gifts.  Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also 
that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom.  All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
now and for ever. 
 
The People respond by singing the Great Amen:  
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The Presider leads the people with one of the following versions: 
And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 
All say: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    Hallowed be thy Name 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we for give those 
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

As our Savior Christ 
has taught us, 
we now pray, 
 
All say: 
Our Father in heaven, 
     hallowed be your Name, 
     your kingdom come, 
     your will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
     as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
     and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
     and the glory are yours, 
     now and for ever.  Amen 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
Then may be sung the Fraction Anthem.  The People repeat the refrain after the priest sings it the first time, 
and then after each verse. 
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The Presider says the following Invitation 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
All are invited to come to our Lord’s table for a blessing.  All baptized Christians are welcome to receive the 
blessing of communion.  Others may come forward for a blessing from the priest indicating this by crossing their 
arms over their chest.  
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The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 
                                   The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. 
The People respond:  Amen. 
                                   The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. 
The People respond:  Amen. 
 
Our Communion Hymn of Thanksgiving to God   (see insert for hymn number) 
 
Come now, O Prince of Peace WLP 795 

 

 

 
Our Final Prayer of Thanksgiving to God 
Let us pray. 
The Presider and People pray together: 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of 
the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your 
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the 
work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ 
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our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, may bless the people. 
The Solemn Blessing for the Feast of Christ the King 
 
Presider: May our God, who surrendered his Son to death on our behalf so 

that we might share in Christ’s divine life, give you eyes to see Jesus 
in each person you meet. 

 
The People respond: Amen. 
 
The Presider: May Jesus, the king who reigns in humility from the cross, keep 

you humble in heart, strong in faith, and courageous in witness. 
 
The People respond:  Amen. 
 
The Presider: May God the Holy Spirit, who makes Jesus Christ alive in us as 

king and lord of our hearts and lives, lead you into all good works 
for the least and neediest among us. 

 
The People respond: Amen. 
 
The Presider: And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 
 
The People respond: Amen. 
 
The Recessional Hymn      (See insert  for hymn number) 
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Crown him with many crowns Hymnal 494 
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We are Sent  into the World with Jesus Christ 
The Deacon, or the Presider, dismisses everyone with these words: 
Let us go in peace to love and serve Christ our King. 
          Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 The People respond with gusto:   Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

 
+ + + + + + + +  

 

Please join us to continue our table fellowship 
with refreshments and conversation in our Gathering Area 
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as our liturgy continues into a new week 
of God’s grace in work and in play. 


